
 
 
 
 
Dear English 9 Honors Student, 
 
Congratulations!  Your performance on the entrance exam as well as in your 8th grade 
courses has warranted your acceptance into English 9 – honors level.  As the rigor of the 
honors level is substantial, you can expect to work at an accelerated pace and with 
focused intensity. To this end, your summer reading requirement is attached.  Note there 
are both mandatory texts and some choice.  You will be held accountable for your 
reading in some manner during your first days at IA in the fall.  
 
Your summer readings include some classic American literature as well as more 
contemporary choices that are rooted in the protagonist’s search for his destiny.  The one 
mandatory text is the classic Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.  Next, you may choose 
either Of Mice and Men or A Raisin in the Sun.  Finally, you must opt for one (1) of the 
following: The Alchemist, Into the Wild, or A Prayer for Owen Meany.  You may either 
borrow these books from your library or purchase them at your local Borders, Barnes and 
Noble, etc.  You may choose to purchase your own so you can take notes in the margins 
to aid in your comprehension and analysis.  Enjoy the end of your eighth grade year and 
happy reading!  
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs. Bridget O’Neill 
English Teacher 
Immaculata Academy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Reading ~ Incoming Freshmen ~ 2010 
English 9 Honors 

 
REQUIRED TEXT:  To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (provided) 
 

Evaluation: 
Objective questions and essay test 

 
Be able to… 

 Identify characters 
 Identify plot elements (exposition, rising action, climax, falling 

action, resolution) 
 Elicit conflicts 
 Draw parallels between the two parts of the story (Scout’s 

childhood and the trial) 
 Analyze elements of prejudice 
 Explain meanings of symbols (flowers, mockingbird, the fire, 

snow) in the book 
 Evaluate Atticus as a parent 
 Note similarities between “Boo” Radley and Tom Robinson 
 Compare the levels of society in Maycomb 
 Trace the development of Scout 
 Clarify the title’s meaning 

 
PLUS ONE of the following :  Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck             OR           

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry  
Evaluation: 
In-class essay test 

 
Some topics to ponder as you read: 
Mice: tragedy potential, loneliness as theme, foreshadowing,  
sympathetic characters 
Raisin: American Dream, prejudice, dynamic &/or admirable characters, 
parenting evaluation 

 
AND  
  
ONE of the following:  The Alchemist (Paulo Coelho)                    OR 

Into the Wild (Jon Krakauer)                                OR 
A Prayer for Owen Meany  (Jonathan Irving) 

Evaluation:  
Discussion participation and interview 

 
Questions to consider: 

 How did the protagonist discover his destiny?  What was it? 
 What can you infer about the author’s life philosophy from the 

characters and plot he created? (or in Krakauer’s case, about 
Chris?) 

 What did you learn about yourself by reading about the characters’ 
journeys?  With which character did you most identify? 

 Were you surprised by the outcome? How would another ending 
have been more satisfying?  


